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Anglo-German 5 Realism, Russo-Franco-Anglo-German 5 Sym-
bolism, Russo-Germano-Franco-Scandinavian. No doubt there
is a lag between various national cultures, so that an idea may
reach maturity, or secure recognition, ten years earlier in one
capital than in another; but all these movements, which were
also periods, affected the whole of European civilization.

Professor Louis Cazamian offers an extremely interesting
theory of periods, based upon what he calls "the collective
Psychological Rhythm." He recognizes that Pluralism is a
fact: all forms of literary taste coexist at the same time and
in the same country, but there always is one of these forms
which may be recognized as dominant, and the season of its '
dominance is a period. The shift from one particular taste to
another is due to the constant swing of the pendulum between
intellect and sentiment, that is to say between Classicism and
Romanticism.

This theory, expounded in several essays, is the subject of
a very searching book, UEvolution Psychologique et la Lit-
terature en Awgleterrey 1660-1914. There the hypothesis is
confronted with definite facts, by a man whose knowledge of
the field is matched only by the subtlety of his mind. So the
examination of Professor Cazamian's theory should at any
rate be a stimulating mental exercise.

Why, in the first place, should the coexistence of intellect
and sentiment create a "rhythm," a regular swing from one
to the other? We are all compounded of conflicting elements in
precarious equilibrium. We are body and soul, therefore mate-
rialists when we are hungry or tired, idealists when we read
Plato or the Psalms. We have at times at least the vigorous
delusion of freedom, at times an overwhelming sense that we
are determined by forces which we cannot control. We do
"swing53 indeed from one tendency to its opposite, but sanity
consists in preserving a constant adjustment between them. We
can easily understand how even a well-balanced man may be
swayed now by his head, now by his heart. But in order to
synchronize those innumerable individual rhythms into a col-